TO THE EDITOR, British Journal of Venereal Diseases
Anal smear test to diagnose occult anorectal infection with human papillomavirus in men Sir, Infection of the female genital tract with human papillomavirus (HPV) has assumed increasing importance since the cytological recognition of an occult form (non-condylomatous) indicated that its true prevalence is much higher than previously suspected. ' To assess the feasibility of simple cytological diagnosis of occult anorectal HPV infection, we studied 102 homosexual men, aged 20 to 85 (mean age 32, median age 28). Anal smears were taken under proctoscopic vision from the level of the dentate line, processed in the same manner as routine Papanicolaou smears from women, and were all reviewed by me. Cytodiagnosis of HPV infection in smears from men presents morphological differences from those from women (Medley G and Drake M, unpublished observation). The finding of a transformation zone (squamocolumnar junction), however, with the capacity for metaplastic change, suggests, and can be shown to have, a possible vulnerability to development of dysplastic or precancerous change akin to the cervical transformation zone.
The results of the study are given in the 
